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The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1959* 


i'ir,  Ghairmanj  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1959* 


LOCAL  HRIETH  (l959) 

The  estimated  population  of  Pepv/ade  Pistrict 
declined  from  17^970  in  1950  to  17,920  in  1959*  The 
corrected  birth  rate  (l4«8)  was  lower  than  that  of 
England  and  Wales  (l6,5)  while  the  corrected  death  rate 
(9»8)  compared  favourably  with  the  corresponding  figure 
for  England  8.nd  Wales  (ll»6).  The  infantile  mortality 
rc-te  T/as  21.6  compared  with  22,0  (a  nev/  lov/  record)  for 
England  and  YiTales  as  a whole. 

For  the  first  time  on  record  no  cases  Of  whooping 
cough  were  notified,  but  a troublesome  outbreak  of 
dysentery  occurred  in  the  autumn;  otherwise  communicable 
diseases  presented  no  unusual  features. 


TETAMS  HPiUHISATIOH. 


The  drama  of  tetanus  deaths  provides  good  material 
for  coroners'  comments  and  press  headlines.  Public 
concern  over  the  accident  of  tetanus  (for  accident  it  is) 
is  thoroughly  justified,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is  no 
reason  \/hy  the  statistical  position  of  deaths  from  this 


diseace,  in  relation  to  other  "headline"  deaths, 
should  not  he  put  in  its  proper  place.  Here  is  a 
comparative  list  of  deaths  in  England  and  Vfales  in 
19575  "the  selected  causes  of  deaths  are  those  of 
particular  public  concern  at  the  present  time; 

Jictor  Vehicle  Accidents  4^898  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lung  4 >249 

All  other  accidents  11,000  Poliomyelitis  226 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  19,028  Tetanus  46 

The  death  rate  is  50^'^  v;hich  means  that  there  are 
less  than  100  cases  per  annum  in  England  and  Y/ales, 

The  risk  of  contracting  tetanus  in  Horfolk  is  rather 
higher  than  in  many  other  parts  of  England!  the  actual 
risk  in  ITorfolk  (Administrative  County)  is  about  1 in 
65 >000 5 there  uere  7 cases  and  4 deaths  in  1958  and  6 
cases  and  2 deaths  in  1959* 

Heedless  to  say  manj.'  cases  of  tetanus  are  prevented 
by  the  injection  of  "ready-made"  protectors  (antibodies) 
into  injured  persons  shortly  after  an  accident,  bnf ortunately 
horse-serum  is  a necessary  component  of  this  injection  and 
may  cause  severe  reactions  in  those  allergic  to  serum; 
moreover  a protection  of  this  sort  lasts  for  a few  weeks 
only.  Far  better  to  have  one's  o?m  "tailor-made"  protection. 
This  can  be  obtained  by  a course  of  injections  (three) 
which  gives  protection  for  years  and,  as  serum  is  not 
involved,  the  risk  of  unpleasant  reaction  is  negligible. 

Anxiety  about  tetanus  is  hardly  comparable  with 
anxiety  about  a communicable  disease  like  poliomyelitis. 

The  incidence  of  tetanus  is  relatively  Iot;  and,  unlike 
many  other  dangerous  infections,  it  cannot  appear  in 
epidemic  form;  moreover,  certain  injuries  are  themselves 
a danger  warning  peimitting  the  timely  use  of  antitoxin 
in  preventing  the  disease  becoming  established. 

Luring  1959  there  was  a general  broadening  of 
tetanus  immunisation  schemes  in  Area  5 to  cover  school 
children  and  those  exposed  to  special  risk.  At  school 
booster  doses  are  now  given  to  fortify  the  tetanus 
protection  given  in  infomcy  and  primary  immunisations 
offered  vfhen  other  iomunisations  are  being  carried  out. 


ipLicArm^vns 


The  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  in  England  and  Wales 
from  1955  to  1959  is  as  follows: 
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In  liorfolk  the  incidence  for  the  same  period  is  as  follows: 


Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Paraly t ic 

IT on-para  lytic 

1955 

29 

28 

5 ^ 

1956 

8 

2 

1 

1957 

28 

11 

3 

1958 

5 

1 

- 

1959 

2 

2 

The  notifications  of  poliomyelitis  in  1959  were  the 
lov/est  recorded  diiring  the  past  13  years  in  England  and  Wales, 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  was  instituted  in  1956* 

The  school  and  pre-school  population  in  Area  5 is 
approximately  9y000*  The  number  of  children  vaccinated  in 
this  group,  since  the  introduction  of  the  vaccination 
campaign  up  to  Decemher  1959>  was  7>550»  Of  these,  5^954 
have  had  the  full  course  (three  injections)  and  1,596  have 
bad  the  initial  tv/o  injections.  The  population  of  the  age 
groirp  l6  to  25  in  Area  5 is  approximately  6,000.  In  this 
group  620  have  had  the  full  course  of  injections  and  1,296 
have  bad  two  injections.  The  extension  of  the  vaccination 
scheme  to  young  adults  was  made  in  September  19565  the 
figares  sho?m  cover  the  period  from  that  dato  to  December 

1959.  ■ 


DISEETERY. 


During  the  past  six  years  the  incidence  ^of  dysentery 
of  the  "Sonne"  type  has  shown  considerable  increase?  the 
number  of  notifications  for  England  and  Wales  has  fluctuated 
between  30,000  and  a year.  Sonne  dysentery  is  a 

winter  disease  probably  for  the  reason  that  low  temperature 
and  high  humidity  favour  the  survival  of  the  bacillus 
outside  the  body. 

The  incidence  of  the  infection  fal.ls  most  heavily  on 
children  under  I5  2'ears  of  age  and  this  fact  gives  rise  to 
much  difficulty  in  control.  It  is  not  easy  to  persuade 
children  to  keep  their  hands  clean  and  away  from  their  mouths; 
as  personal  contact  is  the  chief  means  of  the  spread  of 
infection  and. as  only  a small  dose  of  the  bacillus  is  necessary 
to  start  the  illness  it  is  not  difficult  fco  understand  how 
whole  families  become  rapidly  infected.  Moreover,  mild 
undetected  cases  may  harbour  the  bacillus  for  weeks  after 
recovery. 

T-ie  detection  of  symptomless  excreters  (particularly 
food  handlers)  causes  much  inconvenience  to  the  public  and 
considerable  field  and  laboratoiy  v/ork?  but  it  has  to  be 
done  to  check  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  greatest  weapon  in  the  avoidance  of  spread  is 
scrupulous  personal  hygiene.  This  means  cleanliness  of  body 
and  clothing  and,  above  all,  thorough  washing  of  the  hands 
after  each  visit  to  the  toilet.  Written  advice  on 
precautions  to  be  taken  are  issued  to  families  in  which  cases 
occur;  food  handlers  who  are  suspected  or  proved  carriers 
are  excluded  from  work. 
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It  is  oivious  from  the  fore-going  that  good  environmental 
hygiene  - particiilarly  vhere  schools  are  concerned  - is  all 
important;  we  must  practice  what  we  preach  to  school  children 
if  they  are  not  to  view  their  school  sanitation  with  s. 
questioning  (or  fearful)  eye. 

Once  Sonne  dysentery  becomes  established  in  an  urban 
community  it  is  very  difficult  to  eradicate.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  year  an  outbreak  at  a private  school  in  Ilarleston 
vras  quickly  controlled  because  of  early  notification  and 
close  medical  supervision.  On  the  other  hand,  an  outbreak  at 
Long  Stratton  (a  comparatively  larger  community)  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  dragged  on  for  some  months  as  the  disease  . 
was  fairly  well  established  before  control  could  be  instituted. 


Mental  Health  Act,  1959« 

'Disorders  of  the  mind  are  illnesses  which  need  medical 
treatment.  Great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  present 
century  in  developing  methods  of  treatment  for  many  forms  of 
mental  disorder.  Even  when  the  disorder  cannot  be  completely 
cured,  it  is  often  possible  for  the  patient  to  live  a liappy 
and  useful  life  in  spite  of  some  continuing  mental  weakness. 
This  is  nov/  recognised  by  many  of  the  general  public  as  well 
as  by  those  who  are  directly  concerned  with  the  care  of 
patients  and  most  people  are  coming  to  regard  mental  illness 
and  disability  in  much  the  same  way  as  physical  illness  and 
disabilitjh' , So  reads  the  opening  paragraph  of  the  main 
conclusions  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  La?/  Relating  to 
Mental  Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency  in  a Report  published 
in  1957;  it  is  this  acceptance  of  a new  attitude  towards 
mental  disorders  v/hich  has  found  expression  in  the  Mental 
Health  Act,  1959*  This  Act  repeals  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Acts,  I89O  to  1950>  ^-ad  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts^ 
1915  to  1938 > andmakes  fresh  provision  for  the  treatment  and 
care  of  mentally  disordered  persons,  their  property  and 
affairs. 

In  future  all  hospitals  for  mentally  ill  patients  will  be 
known  as  "psychiatric  hospitals" ; all  forms  of  mental  ill- 
health  will  be  teimed  "mental  disorder"  and,  under  the  Act, 
all  terns  such  as  "mental  defective",  "idiot",  "imbecile", 
"feeble-minded",  and  "moral  defective"  will  be  abolished. 

Under  the  1959  Act,  four  main  categories  of  mentally 
disordered  patients  are  recognised  i.e,  those  suffering  from 
"Mental  illness",  "severe  subnormality",  "subnormality",  and 
"psychopattiic  disorder". 

Long  hospitalisation  is  now  out  of  fashion  in  mental 
medicine  and  there  is  a shift  of  empliasis  from  hospital  to 
community  care.  One  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the 
new  Act  is  to  make  possible  the  admission  and  discharge,  of 
many  cases  of  mental  disorder  without  constraint  and  without 
the  complications  of  legal  procedure. 


Food  Hygiene, 

Much  confusion  may  be  canoed  by  the  introduction  of  a new 
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picture  into  the  home.  The  effort  to  hang-  it  correctly  may  end 
in  the  major  exercise  of  (say)  transforming  the  dining-room  into 
a sitting  room  and  vice  versa.  Something  similar  happens  when 
attempts  are  made  to  introduce  improved  hygiene  into  rural  food 
premises  (particularly  licensed  premises);  the  fixing  of  a 
simple  thing  like  a wash  hand  hasin  may  end  up  with  major 
alterations  to  the  entire  huilding.  This  is  all  to  the  good  but 
tends  to  sloT^r  up  the  improvements  we  are  anxious  to  see 
completed. 

Even  when  environmental  hygiene  reaches  the  desired  standard 
we  are  still  left  with  the  greater  problem  of  personal  hygiene. 
Indeed,  good  environmental  hygiene  may  produce  o.  false  sense  of 
security  leading  to  failure  in  personal  care,  lir.  Morley  Parry, 
the  Pood  Hygiene  Advisors'-  Officer,  Ministrs"  of  Health,  has  said 
that  in  America  the  housewife  is  the  true  guardian  of  the 
family  health;  she  refuses  to  accept  food  from  premises  v/hich 
are  not,  to  the  naked  eye,  models  of  hygienb  display.  The 
management,  fully  alive  to  the  facts,  puts  cleanliness  in  the 
front  rank  of  their  advertising  and  selling  methods.  Highly 
polished  vans  manned  by  crews  clothed  from  head  to  foot  in 
angelic  whiteness  deliver  the  goods  to  the  retailer;  goods  so 
attractively  packaged  that  the  housev/ife  feels  impelled  to 
follow  them  into  the  shop  and  be  the  first  to  buy*  Nevertheless, 
cases  of  food  poisoning  continue  to  occur  because,  no  doubt, 
the  hobbit  of  personal  hygiene  is  so  difficult  to  acquire* 

Authority  is  bound  by  limitations  in  securing  the  freedom 
of  the  community  from  communicable  diseases;  after  that  it’s 
up  to  the  individual.  In  America,  at  any  rate,  the  housewife 
refuses  to  be  handed  a doctor's  bill  (very  expensive)  v/ith  the 
grocer *s  invoice  and  it  is  significant  that  the  slogan  v/hioh 
most  appeals  to  her  is  "Protect  Yourself,  Yourself".  We  still 
have  a long  ?/ay  to  go. 


Strontium-9Qf 

In  Continuation  of  notes  on  radioactive  fall-out  submitted 
to  your  Council  last  year  further  recent  information  on 
Strontium-90  is  submitted  o,s  follows 

1',  The  Atomic  Energy  Authority  reports  that  h-uman  bone 

was  more  contaminated  v/ith  strontiima-90  in  (early)  1959 
tljan  in  previous  years.  But  the  amount  has  not  by  any 
means  reached  a level  where  "immediate  consideration 
is  required"  (i,e,  a level  beyond  one-hundredth  of 
that  corresponding  to  the  maximum  permissible 
occupational  level), 

2,  In  1958  the  avere.ge  man  derived  rather  more  than  half 
his  strontium-90  from  milk  and  less  from  other  and 
, vegetable  sources.  The  Agricultural  Research  Coxmcil 

continues  to  v/atch  the  contamination  of  our  diet  by 
Strontium- 90. 

5.  "Current  data  indicate  that  fall-out  has  declined  notably 
since  mid-1959f  so  that  contamination  of  fresh  milk 
should  be  declining  appreciably," 

4,  "In  general  the  situation  seems  more  satisfactory  than 
was  at  one  time  expected.  Stratospheric  debris,  it 
appears , deposits  with  a half-time  of  some  months  to 
a year  or  more,  the  period  depending  on  the  latitude 
and  height  at  which  the  material  is  released,  rather 
than  5-10  years  as  v/as  once  thought  prol-eble," 

(information  and  quotations  are  from  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  9,4,60) 
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II.  staff 


Mr,  P.C  , V/eeks,  M.R.S.I.,  A.M.I.S.E,,  continued  duty 
as  Puklic  Health  Inspector  to  your  Council  throughout  the 
year.  Mr.  il.  Brooks,  H.i'.  .P.S,  I, , continued  to  occupy  the 
post  of  Additional  Puhlic  Health  Inspector  until  26th 
ITovemher  v/hen  he  resigned  and  his  post  remained  vacant 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 


III.  VITAL  STATISTICS 
(a)  Population 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of 
Depv/ade  Rural  District,  in  1959?  17?920  compared  with 

17.970  in  1958. 

(h)  Births 

There  were  251  live  hirths  recorded  during  the  year? 

122  hoys  and  109  girls.  The  crude  birth  rate  was  12,9  per 
per  1000  of  the  resident  population  compared  v?ith  14*5  in 

1958. 

(c)  Deaths 

The  numher  of  recorded  deaths  was  225  compared  with  248 
in  1958?  the  crude  dea,th  rate  v/as , therefore,  12,4  compared 
with  15*8  in  1958.  The  greatest  numher  of  deaths  occurred 
in  the  age  group  7O-8O  (82  deaths) ; there  were  15  deaths  in 
the  age  group  90^100  and  there  were  20  deaths  of  persons 
under  51  years  of  age. 

(d)  Comparability  Factor 

The  comparahility  factor  makes  an  approximate 
allowance  for  the  way  in  ?/hich  the  sex  and  age  distribution 
of  the  local  population  differs  from  thjat  of  England  and 
Males  as  a v/hole.  Allowing  for  this  factor  the  adjusted 
birth  rate  for  Depv/ade  District  thus  becomes  14*8  compared 
with  16,5  for  England  and  Vfeles  and  the  death  rate  9»8 
canpared  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales, 

(e)  Infant  Mortality 

Year  after  year  the  infant'  death-rate  in  England  and 
Wales  reaches  a nev/  lov/  record.  In  1959  "the  infant 
mortality  rate  was  22,0.  If  this  figure  is  to  be  reduced 
to  the  lavest  possible  level  the  exact  time  factor  of 
death  during  the  first  52  weeks  of  life  becomes  of 
importance;  moreover,  the  causes  of  stillbirths  also  require 
study.  For  this  reason  the  Ministry  of  Health  now  requires 
additional  returns  relating  to  infant  deaths:  deaths  of 
infants  during  the  first  four  v/eeks  (Neo-natal  mortality); 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  v/eek  (early  neo-natal  mortality); 
still  births  plus  deaths  under  one  week  (perinatal  mortality). 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  Depwade  (deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  per  1000  live  births)  v/as  21,6;  that  is  to 
say,  there  were  five  infant  deaths.  Four  of  these  deaths 
occurred  within  a few  hours  or  a few  days  of  birth  and  one 
occurred  one  month  after  birth.  All  these  deaths  were  due 
to  congenital  conditions  incompatabile  v/ith  life. 
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IV  COMCTIDABIiB  DISEASES 


(a)  One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  cases  of  communicahle  diseases 
were  notified  hy  general  practitioners  during  ■1959*  One 
hundred  and  thirty-two  of  these  notifications  were  measles, 
twenty-six  pneumonia,  seventeen  dysentery  and  sixteen  scarlet 
feverj  there  were  three  notifications  of  infective  jaund'ice 
and  two  of  food  poisoning.  There  were  no  notifications  of 
poliomyelitis  5 it  was  the  first  year  on  record  without  notified 
cases  of  whooping  cough, 

(h)  Diphtheria 

The  district  remained  free  from  this  disease  and  primary 
immunisation  of  infants  by  inoculation  continued  at  a satisfactory 
level  during  1959*  Because  of  the  urgency  of  the  poliomyelitis 
campaign,  diphtheria  booster  doses  for  school  children  ?;ere 
reduced  below  the  normal  level  but  this  is  being  rectified  in 
I960. 

(c)  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified  and  there  have  been  no  recorded 
cases  since  1957  when  there  ?;as  one  case, 

3,490  persons  ¥/ere  givon  primary  immunisation  and  5»502 
persons  received  booster  doses  during  1959  in  Area  5* 

Statistical  details  of  poliomyelitis  vaccinations  from 
1956  to  1959  nre  shovm  in  Table  21  of  the  appendix  to  this 
Report. 

(d)  Dysentery 


Ten  cases  were  notified  from  St.  John's  School,  Harleston, 
in  early  dime  and  seven  cases  were  notified  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  from  the  areas  of  Long  Stratton  and  Bunwell  where  the 
disease  appeared  in  epidemic  form  and  persisted  into  I96C,  The 
usual  precautions  were  taken  i. e,  searches  for  carriers, 
restrictions  on  contacts,  examination  of  food-handlers  where 
indicated  and  warnings  with  regard  to  environmental  and  personal 
hj^giene.  The  outbreak  ran  concurrently  with  a high  county  and 
nati onal  inc idence , 

(e)  Scarlet  Fever 


Sixteen  cases  were  notified.  This  disease  continues  to 
o.ppear  in  its  present-day  mild  form,  i, e.  a fairly  short  illness 
characterised  by  a sore  throat  and  rash  c-nd  generally  without 
complications. 


tetanus 


As  reported  in  the  introduction  to  the  Report,  action  was 
taken  in  1959  "to  widen  the  immunisation  service  (school  children 
in  particular)  by  the  inclusion  of  primary  tetanus  immunisation 
and  booster  doses  for  children  already  immunised  in  infancy. 
Table  23  in  the  appendix  to  this  Report  shows  a record  of  v/ork 
under  this ' heading. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


In  England  and  Wales  the  dramatic  fall  in  the  number  of 
annual  deathis  from  tuberculosis  continues.  Notifications  also 
continue  to  decline  steadily.  In  1948  "bhe  death  rate,  per 
100,000  living,  of  males  in  the  15''30  age  group  was  52.  That 
figure  hr^s  nay  been  reduced  to  2,  For  females  the  death  rate 
was  7s  and  this  figure,  too,  has  been  reduced  to  2.  This 


7 


statiatical  pattern  is  found  in  all  the  younger  age  groups. 
Taking  the  ten  year  period  1948  to  1958  the  fall  in 
notifications  is  45  per  cent. 

iit  the  present  tine  the  accepted  method  of  control 
within  the  community  is  case  finding  hy  mass  radiography 
and  B.C.G,  vaccination  of  school-leavers;  this  procedure 
is  followed  in  your  District.  For  obvious  reasons  the 
main  reservoirs  of  infection  are  found  today  in  the  older 
e.ge  groups. 


The  position  regarding  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  in 
Dopvade  District  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  table: 


1 Notifications 

. 

. Deaths 

1955 

1 ^ 

1 

1956 

1 6 

- 

1957 

i 10 

1 

1958 

! 4 

4 

1959 

i 4 

1 

CAhCER 


The,  num.ber  of  cancer  deaths  in  Depwade  District  was 
52  compared  with  43  ia  19585  that  is  to  say,  the  cancer 
deaths  were  approximately  14%  of  total  deaths  - no  .higher 
tlian  the  average.  Of  the  total  cancer  deaths,  four  (all 
males)  v/ere  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung.  The  yearly 
average  of  lung  cancer  deaths  in  the  district  is  five;  there 
were  ten  lung  cancer  deaths  in  1958.  The  national  deaths 
from  lung  cancer  continue  to  rise. 


V.  HQUSHTG 

The  main  interest  of  the  year  was  the  decision  by  your 
Council,  si^bject  to  certain  conditions,  to  carry  out 
iraprovements  to  certain  pre-war  Council  houses  involving  518 
dwellings.  The  basic  improvement  intended  is  the  provision 
of  bathrooms  and  hot  water  systems  5 such  ir.iproveraents  would 
also  be  considered  for  those  houses  com.ing  within  independently 
planned  sewage  schemes. 

It  is  regrettable  that  your  C ou.ncil  has  felt  obliged  in 
the  past  to  take  no  further  action  in  connection  Y/ith  schemes 
for  the  provision  of  grouped  hones  for  old  people.  I am 
confident,  however,  tliat  should  a serious  need  e-rise  for  this 
type  of  accommodation  tTiat  some  v/ay  out  of  the  difficulties 
Y/ill  be  found. 

It  may  well  be  that  this  social  service  may  prove  in  the 
future  to  be  the  most  important  contribution  to  the  happiness 
and  sense  of  security  of  the  elderly  in  your  district, 

VI.  y.ATER  SUPPLIES  ■ 

The  water  supply  scheme  for  Depwade  District  is  now 
comprehensive.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  taken 
throughout  the  year  ensured  the  distribution  of  a perfectly 
safe  water  supply. 


VII  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  SCI-IEI'ES 


The  Council’s  policy  throughout  the  year  was  concerned 
with  the  provision  of  sewage  disposal  plants  for  small  centres 
of  population  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  Council  Estate 
property*  Thus  ^ housing  sites  at  Burston  and  Yifacton  were 
provided  with  modem  sanitation;  a sewerage  scheme  at  Alhurgh 
was  approved  hy  the  Ministiy;  a scheme  for  Earsham  was  prepared 
for  Mnistry  approval;  outline  schemes  for  Pulham  Iferket, 

Pulham  St.  liSary  and  Erockdish  were  under  consideration. 


VIII  COEC LESION 

It  has  Been  said  that  we  are  presented  with  three  health 
services  rather  than  one,  all  acting  independently,  i,e,  the 
general  pia-ctitioner  service,  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and 
the  Local  Authority  Services*  However  this  may  he  I shoiald  like 
to  record  here  my  acknowledgement  and  appreciation  the 
co-operation  in  local  authority  work  of  the  general  practitioners 
in  Area  5 particularly  in  the  rapidly  expanding  work  of 
immunisation* 

Finally,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
continued  support  and  encouragement  and  for  the  efficient  help 
given  me  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Council  staff,  and 
by  the  Clerical  staff  at  the  Health  Office,  Norvrich* 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  litr*  Chairman,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


W.E,  Holmes 


- 9 - 


Local  Health  Office, 
Aspland  Road, 
Noorwich* 
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DEH/ADE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Table  1 . GENERAL  STATISTICS 


! Area  (in  acres)  79^740 

I Estimated  Resident 'Population.  17^920 

! Rateable  Value  £102,855 

!■  Sum  produced  by  a Penny  Rate  £395 


Table  2^  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

•Females 

Total 

1 — 1 

104 

5 

218 

13 

Totals 

122 

- - ■ - 1 

109 

231 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

Resident  Population  = 12*9 

Table  5,  STILL  BIRTHS 


Table  4 


Males 

! 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

niegitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Totals 

i 

6 

4 

10 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births:  41* 

TOTAL  BIRTHS 

5 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live 

122 

109 

251 

Still 

6. 

4 

10 

Totals 

128 

! 

113 

241  * 

Table  5.  IRFAMT  IMES  ....  - 

(a)  InfairTlfortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  nnder  1 year) 


i 

i 

i 

{ 

Ifeles  i 

i 

1 

Female i j 

1 

Total 

? 

! 

Legitimate 



5 

2 

- 

5 

Illegitimate 

— — 

T otals 

■ ' ■ * _ . — 

5 

. 

* 2 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  live  births: 


T otal  = ■ 21 , 6 « 

Legitimate  = 22.9  (per  lyOOO  legitimate  births) 

Illegitimate  - Nil  (per  1,000  illegitimate  births) 


(b)  Neo  Ratal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  during  first  four  weeks) 




■ 

Males-' 

— 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

Reo  Ratal  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  = 17.5 


(c)  Early  Reo-natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week) 


Ivlales 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

! 

; 

Early  Reo-njatal  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  - 17.5 

(d)  Perinatal  Mortality  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week) 


I&les 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Illegitimate 

1 



Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  = 58*0 

Table  ILLEGITPaTE  BffiTHS 

8 mies,  5 Females,  15  Total,  =5.6^  of  Total  Live  Births 


Tatle  7,  MTERIgilj  DEiVTHS  (including  abortion) 

Ifeternal  mortality  iate  per  1,000  total  lirths 

= Nil 

Table  8,  lE/iTIiS  (All  ages) 


! Males 

j 

Females 

i 

Total 

I 

> 

115 

108 

225„  . . 

1 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

Resident  Population  = . 12 »4 


Table  9,  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  IITPAI'TTS  RIDER  01^  IMR  - 


[ 1 

Cause  j 

; i 

■ ■ ■ .. .. - — i.. 

Males 

Females  i 
■_  1 

, 

Total 

' 

Congenital  Malformations 

. 

• 

5 

• 

' 

5 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

■ 

1 

1 

i 

( Totals 

1 

2 

5 

Table  10.  UOTIFIDATIOITS  OF  DE/iTIIS  RECEIVIID  DCRDTC  THE  YHIR 

(According  to 'Age  Groups) 


I/lales 

Females 

j 

Total  1 

Under 

1 year 

2 

5 

1 and 

under  5 

- 

— 

5 " 

ti 

10 

1 

1 

2 

10  »’ 

It 

■20  - - 

- — 

1 

1 

2 

20  " 

n 

50 

1 

1 

2 

30  " 

It 

40 

2 

■- 

2 

40  " 

n 

50 

4 

5 

7 

50  " 

(1 

60 

12 

5 

17 

60  " 

II 

70 

12 

10 

22 

70  " 

tt 

80 

40 

42 

82 

80  " 

u 

90 

30 

57 

67 

90  " 

M 

100 

9 

6 

15 

j 100  and 

1 

i 

over 

*- 

- 

\ 

! Totals 

1 

125 

1 

98 

223 

Ta^ble  11. 


CAUSE  OP  TOTAL  UEi-THS  (Rep:istrc,r  >-  General^) 


1.  TuUorculosis,  respiratoi^' 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. 

5.  Syphilitic  diseasor 


'■  r • 


Uiphtherit 


5,  Whooping'  Cough. 

6*  Meningococcal  infection. 
7«  Acute  poliomyelitis. 


8. 

9. 

10. 

11, 

12. 

15. 

U. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20, 
21, 
22. 
25. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

55. 

54. 

55. 

56. 


Measles. 

Other  infective  rjad  parasitic  diseases. 


stomach, 

■lung,  bronchus, 
breast, 
uterus. 


Llal  ignant  ne  opla  sm , 

I.fel  ignant  neoplasm , 

I'fcl ignant  neoplasm, 

I/lal ignant  neoplasm. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 
Leukemia,  Aleukemia, 

Diabetes, 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 
Coronary  disease,  angina. 

Hypertension  ■p/ith  heart  disease. 

Other  heart  diseases. 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

Influenza. 

Pneumonia « 

Bronchitis, 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  aboDstion. 
Congenital  malformations. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

All  other  Occidents, 

Suicide. 

Homicide  and  operations  01  bar. 


5 

4 


11 

2 

1 

15 

18 

1 

15 

9 

2 

15 

2 


1 

1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

A 

M- 


2 

2 

10 


14 

11 

22 

12 

5 

15 

2 

2 

1 

1 


4 

1 


Totals 


115 


108 


5 

4 

2 

21 

2 

1 

27 
29 
1 

55 

21 

5 

28 

4 

4 
1 
2 
1 

5 

11 

5 

7 

5 


225 


Tatle  12 


SUIlIi:i'.RY  OF  BIRTH  ABD  DEATH  RilTES 


t • . 

i 

! 

j 

1 1952 

1 

\ 

1955 

1954 

i 

1 1955 

1956 

i 

j 1957 

1 

1 

1958 

! 1 
1959  1 

I Live  Births  frer  1,000  rop) 

\ 

(295) 

16.5 

15.6 

(260) 
j 14.4 

I 14.5 

(273) 
15.0 
13  *4 

] 

! (265) 
i 14.4 

1 14.3 

(263) 

14.6 

14.2 

t 

1(229) 

12,7 

13.3 

(260) 

14.5 

14.9 

(231) 

12,9 

13.7 

Bepwade  R.D, 

Area  5 

; Erigland  and  Wales 

(Provisional) 

15.5 

15.5 



15.2 

j 15.0 

i 

15.7 

16.1 

16.4 

16.5 

( 

i Still  Births  fner  1,000 

i 

\ 

total  hirths) 

Depwrade  R.D, 

Area  5 

England  and  ?/ales 

(12) 

59.0 

(5) 

18,8 

(10) 

35.3 

! (8) 
i 29.5 

(5) 

18,6 

(4) 

17.2 

(2) 

7.6 

(10) 

41.5 

28,0 

17,1 

26,0 

1 20.8 

23.7 

22,0 

9.9 

19.9 

(Provisional) 

■ ■ 

22,6 

22.4 

24.0 

23.1 

23,0 

22,4 

21.6 

20,7 

Crude  Deaths  (ner  1,000  non') 

(231) 

12.8 

(200) 

11.0 

(235) 

12.9 

(245) 

13.4 

(226) 
12.5  ! 

(206) 

11.4 

(248) 

13.8 

(223) 

12.4 

Depv/ade  R.D, 

Area  5 

England  and  l7ales 

12,6 

10,9 

11,6 

11,8 

11.4  1 

11.1 

12.1 

12.4 

(Provisional) 

11.5 

11.4 

11.3 

11.7  j 

11.7  1 

11.5 

11. 7 

11,6 

.Infant  Mortalitv  (ner  1.000 

' i' 

i 

1 

live  births) 

Depv/ade  R.D, 

Area  5 

(13) 

44.0 

28,8 

(8) 

30.T 

(2) 

7.3 

(7)  i 
25.2  i 

(8)  j 

30,4  1 

(3) 

13.1 

(2) 

7.7 

(5) 

21.6 

England  and  Wales 

34*8 

7.1 

19.0  j 

20,8 

15.0 

•.3 

25.4 

( Provis ional ) 

27.0 

26.8 

i 

25.3  j 

24.9  1 

23.8 

23.0 

22,5 

22,0 

BDTE:  1,  Figures  in  buckets  are  the  actual  numbers  for  Depwade  R.D, 

2.  Area  5 comprises  Depwade  & loddon  R.D,.  and  Diss  ;=  Wymondh^m  D.Ds. 

OF  MFHETTOUS^BEASES  (EXOIDDING  TDBEROTTTblSTF!^ 
. iiCCUEDIITG  TO  iiGE  GRQUIS^  - DEBW.DE  R.D  . 


Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

17/hooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Infective  Jaundice 
•Erysipelas 

Dysenteg7  ( Sonne) 

Pood  Poisoning 

Puerperal  I^rexia 
Poliomyelit is 

j Under 

1 

1-4 

5-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

Over 

25 

Total 

1 

- 

■ 3 

37 

_ 

1 

12 

87 

2 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

, 4 

22 

2 

1 

6 

1 

16 

132 

26 

3 

1 

17 

2 

1 

Totals 

1 

i 

41 

108 

12 

36 

198 

1 


Tatle  14,  INC  IDEICE  OF ' INFECTIOUS  I) ISEA.SES  ( EXC LUT)  HG  TUBERCULOS IS) 


Quarters 

1 

: 

1 

Total 

i 

1st  * i 

■ t 

2nd  ! 
i 

5rd 

4th 

Scarlet  Fever 

O 

C- 

1 

10 

5 

1 

j 16 

Measles 

4 

86 

42 

— 

■ 152 

\Vh coping  Cough 

- 

- 

i 

Pneimonia 

21 

1 

1. 

5 

"Infective  Jaundice 

1 ■ 

2 

t 5 

Erysipelas 

- ’ 

1 

1 1 

! -1  r7 

Dysentery  ( Sonne) 

10 

- 

7 

1 17 

1 0 

Food  Poisoning 

— ' 

2 

? 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

_ 

i 

i . 

-f- — 

Totals 

28  - 

1 

! 10? 

1 

47 

j 

16 

i 

1,  1 1 P -1 

} 198 

Table  15,  IICIDMGE  OF  INIICTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TITOERCUIDSIIS) 

DURING  lAST  FIVE  YEARS  - I) e wade  R.D, 


. t 


Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia  

Infective  Jaundice  ■ 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  . 

Food  Poisoning  • . ■ . 

Puerperal  I^rexia 

Weils  Disease 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-paralytic) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Acute  Encephalitis  (post  infectious) 

1955 

1956 

i 

1957 

1958 

1 

1959 

4 

29 

91 

15 

10 

2 

9. 

5 

1 

...1 

2 

16 

158 

55 

15 

5 

1 

2 

1 

5 

255 

64 

11 

6 

4 

- 

1 

4 

59 
16 
’ 15 

1 

7 

12 

1 

16 
152 

26 

5 

1 

17 

2 

1 

Totals 

167 

249 

547 

115 

198 

Tatle  16,  TUBEBCUIiOSIS  (DETAILS  OF  M CASES  DURUTG  1959)  Depwade  R,D 


Age  Period 

fl  ^ . II  . ■ 

Pulmonary 

Ron^  Pulm  0 na 

M 

P 

M i F 

1 

0-  4 

- 

- 

' 

5-14 

1 

1 

- 

15-22 

- 

23-54 

- 

- 

35-44 

- 

- 

- 

45-54 

1 

- 

- 

55-64 

- 

1 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 Totals 

1 

2 

1 

- 

TaEle  I?*  TUBERCULOSIS  (MIvIBER  QE  CASES  OE  REGISTER  AS  AT  51*12.59) 

Uepwade  R,I)» 


Pulmonary 

Ron-'Pulm  onaiy 

feles 

Females 

Total 

41  • 

6 

54 

7 

75 

15 

Total 

47 

41 

88 

Table  18.  RETAILS  QE  M CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  FOR  L/xST  FI\rE  YE/iRS 

Lepwade  R.D. 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Pulmonary 

Llale 

4 

5 

3 

2 

Female 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

N on- Pulmonary 

I/Ble 

1 

.1 

1 

1 

1 

Female 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Depwade  R.D, 

Total 

8 

6 

10 

4 

4 

Area  5* 

Total  ' 

13 

17 

18 

8 

7 

Table  19* 


D IPHTIIERIii  BMITISi^T  ION 

The  following  is  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
and  booster  injections  given  during  the  last  seven  years 
in  respect  of  Area  5* 


i 

Primary  Injections 

Booster  Injections 

— 1 

Total 

i 

i 

Under 

1 ' 
! 

Total  j 
Under  j 

5 

Age 

5-14 

1 

Under  1 

5 1 

j 

Age 

5».i4 

585 

905 

1,550 

1,610 

845 

1,666 

2,776 

1959 

-1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1955 

502  ! 
283 

547 

590 

283 

257 

466 

401 

447 

525 

465 

486 

495 



25  ^ 

60 

76 

159 

86 

171 

592 

20 

28 

54 

62 

45 

26 

I 56 

s 

1 

74 

416 

775 

886 

251 

985 

1,855 

Table  20.  VACC  Df^TlQh  AGi^IhST  fllffi-LLFOX 

Vaccination  of  children  (under  five  years  of  age) 
during  the  years  1955  to  1959  resident  ^ the  District 
and  Area  5,  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


"T 

Depwade  R.D, 

Area 

_ 

1955  ! 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

l^umber  of  live 

births 

registered. 

263 

263 

229 

260 

231 

577 

576 

555 

599 

551 

Dumber  of 
vaccinations 
recorded 
(0-4  years) 

185 

213 

161 

1 

j' 

205 

110 

561 

1 

j 

500 

410 

445 

472 

Percentage 

vaccinated. 

1 

1 70 

81 

1 70 

1 

79 

48 

87 

77 

74 

86 

Table  21, 


Vi.C riTlIiJIOIt  AMilUST  KlLIOlgELITIS 


The  follovviriK  is  the  number  of  primary  Immunisati^s  and 
bo^atS  toSftions  given  in  urea  5 ^^^oe  the  rntroiuotron 

n-f  this  scheme  in  1956* 


Primary 

Booster 

Totals 

Age 

0-4 

Age 

5-U 

Adults 

Age 

0-4 

Age 

5-14 

Adults 

1959 

■'1958 

1 1957 

1 1956 

..  595 
1,648 
197 

40 

677 

5,159 

1,115 

121 

-2,220 

154 

1377 

52 

5,261 

1,284 

864 

2 

9,492 

6,279 

1,512 

161 

) — - 

Table  22.  T 10 F A GA IIT3T  V/IIOOPIITG  COUGH 


The  folloF^ing  is  the  number  of  v;hooping- 
cough  primaiy  immunisations  notified  in 
Area  5*  Although  whooping  cough  was 
included  in  the  Council’s  immunisation 
scheme  in  May  1953 > notification  was  on  a 
voluntary  basis  until  September  195?  when 
the  triple  vaccine  (diphtheria/whoopingr- 
cough/tetanus)  v/as  officially  approved. 

A very  high  percentage  of  the  immunisations 
recorded  1954  to  1957  given  by  means 

of  the  combined  antigen  diphtheriaA/hooping- 
cough. 


Year 

Under  1 

Age  lr-4 

; Age  5-14 

Totals 

1959 

518 

227 



16 

561 

1958 

265 

106 

8 

379 

1957 

529 

89 

7 

425 

1956 

529 

117  - 

446 

1955 

257 

151 

7 

395 

1954 

246 

■ 

255 

1 

16 

517 

Table  25.  D/jITOTISATIOH  AGAIHST  TETAITUS 

The  foil  owing  is  the  number  of  tetanus 
immunisations  notified  in  Area,  5 during 
the  last  tw/o  years.  Immunisation  against 
this  disease  was  included  in  the  Council's 
inmunisation  scheme  in  September^  1957* 


Year 

Primary 

Booster 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Age 

! 

Age 

Age 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1-4 

5-14 

15+ 

1959 

307 

258 

218 

144 

11 

27 

39 

1958 

125 

50 

12 

7 

1 

1 

4 

Table  24,  UBlTlLS  DUE  TO  CANCER  Uepwade  R.D. 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Number  of  deaths. 

Percentage  of  total 

41 

52 

27 

36 

33 

37 

22 

43 

32 

deaths. 

16.0 

13  »8 

13.5 

15.3 

13,4 

16.4 

10.6 

17*3 

14.5 

Table  25,  UKlTIIS  DUE  TO  CANCER  Area  S 


Number  of  deaths. 
Percentage  of  total 
deaths. 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

86 

82 

74 

87 

73 

65 

55 

81 

102  1 
J 

15.3 

16.5 

- - - 

16.9 

18. 5 

15.2 

14.0 

12.4 

16.6 

< 

20.5  1 

Table  26.  CAj^ICEP:  lE^VTIlS  DIllING  lilST  SEVEN  YEilRS  ^ Depwade  R.T. 


Year 

Ifele 

Female 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Total 

Total 

Cancer 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

Deaths 

Cancer 

of 

j 

Deaths 

Lung 

Deaths 

Lung 

1 

1953 

107 

17 

5 

95 

10 

_ 

1954 

119 

16 

4 

116 

20 

- 

1955 

133 

21 

3 

112 

13 

1 

1956 

115 

21 

6 

111 

16 

- 

1957 

109 

14 

4 

97 

8 ^ 

pm 

1958 

150 

27 

9 

118 

16 

1 

1959 

115 

xs 

4 

118 

14 

Totals 

1 

828 

' 154 

: 

55 

f 

765 

97 

2 

Depwade  Rural  District  Council 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Health  Department  for  the°yLr°i959^^^d^the°^  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
at  the  end  of  that  year.  ^ ^ circumstances  in  the  District 

with  the  requiremLts  o?  ^he^nSisLy^orHeitT'af ser^fS’ci^^^ 

Staff. 

Council  -e 

sorry  that  he  l^ft  Mr  satisfactory  service,  and  i was 

WHS  appointed  to  fill  the 'vacancy  in  Dec^^K  to  the  Diss  U.D.C., 

shortly  after  the  end  of  the  veaJ  Mr  S t ^ “*  “"‘il 

shorthand.typist/clerk,  continuod'to  givS  S-rSSrSSrS  llTchToV"^  F.M.Riches, 
New  Legislation. 

into  force  durin^thryeaSfSaf aS°follSSS“®  department,  which  came 

irner'S;Sr,SflSnts"^  Provision  of  which  was 

could  makftetLS  tte  c'oSf  S?  iSlfSv  " Z authorities 

considered  capable  of  providing  ree  ^ andard  amenities  in  dwellings 

15-years.  Ptoviding  reasonable  accommodation  for  at-  least 

SUfrid^SltfiriflaSL'"^''®  "r***"^  provisions  as  to  the  health, 
local  authorities'  duties  a^tr^meSrof^’'^  provided  for  the  transfer  of 
tire  authorities,  but  th:  d-trof^h  tIaSeThS  ^^rbe^oVSldr 


.^own  & Country  Planning  Act,  1939 

us  3-dminis tratively  only 


one  main  provision  of  which  affected 


connection  with  slaughterhouses^a^'^food'*^^h^°h^  issued,  mainly  in 

legislation;  the  most  imnrrtant  of  tv,  ’ ®rnor  amendments  to  previous 

Kogulations  1959,  whL“^tS  a?L  r (General) 

distributors  tfLpii  oL^lrtS  oL*’  registration  of  milk 

in  each  area  in  which  milk  is  distributedras  previously)!*"'”" 

General . 


inspections“(!“wh!!h 

Veterinary  Surgeons  for  meat  inspection)  visits  by  a private  firm  of 
indicates  the  proportion  of  time^nd  didf-i  t summary  of  these  visits 
of  our  work:-  demanded  by  the  various  aspects 


No. of  visits  Percentage 

or  inspections.  of  total. 


Slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection 
and  other  purposes 

A • • • • • • 

1,263 

• • • 

25 

Housing  Inspections  and  re-visits 
(including  Discretionary  and 

Standard  Grants). 

946 

19.0 

Public  Health  matters  - nuisances, 
infectious  diseases,  water  supplies  etc. 

376 

• • • 

7.5 

{ 2 ) 


Ho. of  visits 
or  inspections. 

Percentage 
of  total. 

Scavenging  matters  - including 
Harleston  public  conveniences. 

480 

. .'V  ■■  9.5 

Food  premises.  •••  ••• 

164 

3.5 

Other  matters  - factories,  rodent 
control,  petroleum  storage  control, 
etCi^  and  miscellaneous  visits... 

4l6 

8,0 

Building  Byelaws  & Town  Planning  Control.  1,376 

27.5 

• ■>  The  total  number  of  visits  is  up  by  about  120  over  the  previous  year,  and 

the  nattcrn  of  demand  by  the  various  branches  of  the  duties  remains  substantially  the 
!aL  It  will  brobserLd  that  meat  inspection  and  building  etc  control  account  for 

...  ...b.r “gi;xr.S  i» 

srsss  srsn 

of  food  shops,  etc. 

In  this  connection,  I should  like  to  add  that  as  each  year 

i^fr^Sn:  roLro -p  "ror:.: 

avSlablf  to^S?"rt'esLItrr;uSlirre;itrdi?Lrit  is , at  the  ^ same  time  gratifyingj 

memLrs  Tf  tL  public  do  make  these  enquiries  more  to-day  than  in  the  past  - this  . 
spL^  in  the  office,  and  about  one  third  of  the  additional  inspector  s 


HOUSING. 

(a)  General. 


At  March  1959  the  Rate  Books  showed  that  the  number  of  separate  unxts 

Of  dulling  a:=S:o.ation;i^. 
dSLift  ?rr''rd\^r9  :as"5;,92S  (50  less  *^-,1958) , which  gives^an^average  occupation 
figure  of  2.885  persons  per  house  - a slight  rise  on  gu 


By  reference  to  the  number  of  now  dwellings  ®''“ted^^d  those^demolioh^d^^^ 
(see  below)  it  may  appear  that  a ''™ber  of  dwellings  have  been  * . 

This  is  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  double  "°„““u3ly  used  by 

trcouncu  on  StAirMini^trsi^ef  whicr'werrremov^d  from  the.  rate  books  during  the 
period  under  review. 


45.  new  dwellings  were  erected  by  private  enterprises  none  by  the  Council 
(b)  Unfit  dwellings  - action  under  Housing  Acts. 


continuing  with  the  =l™^lf^-™=^/™girL'Sth‘'ccmmitLf afunfif and 
few  years,  7**  dwellings  were  rep  inspection  by  the  Housing  Sub-Committee 

S°:ubre^,rent“Ln:rdrr:S:n“f ihfcoritfee  a^d  council,  action  taken  thereon  was 
as  follows 


2U 

2 


4 

8 


(a)  Demolition  orders  made 

(b)  Undertakings  to  carry  out  repairs  accepted 

(c)  Undertakings  not  to  relet  vacant  dwellings  accepted.. 

(d)  Closing  orders' made 

(e)  No  action  at  present,  and/or  reconsider  at  a later 

stage  of  slum  clearance  programme.. 

(f)  Carried  forward  for  action  in  I960 

In  one  case  the  owner  voluntarily  demolished  the  dwelling  without  action 
having  been  taken  by  the  Council. 


( 3 ) 


forward 

(b),  the  necessary  wIJrLfcI^rieS  oat  dor,^®  undertakings  to  repair  in 

Two  undertakings,  accepted  previously  were  also  caLSed'^f  ollo^  ' “""^t  =auuelled. 

repair  work  to  render  dwellings  fit  for  habitation,  ^ following  the  execution  of 

of  de,„olitioro?de«)  LTthe  pLtttof  T^h  '8  by  the  Council  in  default 

dwellings  subject  to  orders  etL  still  standLrw^'af  JoIl^Lt! 

Demolition  Closing 

._0£ders_j — Orders.  ■ Unde'rtakings . Total. 

..Number,  of  dwellings  occupied..  80  (68)  9 (3)  13  (14) 

Number  of -dwellings  vacant....  49  (60)  l4  (13)  93  (93)  155 

129  (128)  23  (16)  105  (106)  257  (150) 

Considering  the  number  of  unfit  dwellings  dealt  i/-itvi  n-r.  4-v,  -i.  . 

gratifying  to  note  that  the  number  o^  these  dwelftn  with  in  the  year,  it  is 

but  the  fact  that  the  number  still  occupied  me  only  by  7 during  the  year, 

that  special  . consideratiSrwi?!  be  f f ^ deplored;  it  is  hoped 

first,  bungalows  of  the  Council's  Vi  -1,^°  ousing  some  of  these  cases  when  the 
gaiows  01  the  Council's  new  building  programme  are avrailable  for  letting. 

licence  (Sec, 34  of  thf  fusing  Act°i957rcontinued'^trb''^^°^  occupied  under 

.j.  .... 

gap  between  rents  and  buildinv  ens-hs  r-civif-;  • 4.  ^ reconstruction'  but  with  the 

cost'  confronting  us,  there  is  no  annarent^^^f ^ o widen  and  the  question  of  'reasonable 
unfit  dwellings  repaired  has  been- onnf • ^ alternative.  For  this  reason  action  to  have 

work  only  whef  complaints  are  rJcexvL  essential 

generally:  landlcrdf  Sf  :o!:ter:ti"  " ll“ 

a result  of  such  action  tn  on«  ® ^ dwellings  were  repaired  as 

of  the  Housing  Act  1957 ’failed  tn  V ^ statutory  notice  under  Section  9 

was  subse,ue„?ly  -tSIdt 

necessary  to  serve  an  abatempnf  nn-t--,- p eiauit.  In  only  one  other  case  was  it 

Abt,  1936,  following  which  most  of  the^ 

was  receivSdl  folloSn^an^iLnect^r^fr''^^!  ^ Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act  , 1957 

was  served  on  the  owner  as  a result^of  intention  to  issue  the  certificate- 

owner,  as  a result  of  which  the  necessary  repairs  were  carried  out. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants. 

SS?  ill?  (NoS.“n"jjy®?lf " gra!^\rcompaLfwltf 

grant  to  50%  of  approved  cSt  Hi  Council  increased  the  amoqnt  of 

The  total  number  of  these  grants  a-oLovod  H ^^reed  proportion  of  40%) . 

342  to  the  total  value  of  £70,282.  ^ ^ ouncil  up  to  the  end  of  1939  was 

by  the  applicants'^  Slants  approved  during  the  year  were ■ subsequently  not  taken  up 

follows  approved  during  1959  applied  to  the  various  types  -of  dwellings  as  " 

Private  dwellings  occupied  by  owner.  -. ..  . 

Farm-houses. ......  ■ ' -•■:  .r  ii-  ■ ■ 

* ••••... 8 

Tied  agricultural  workers'  dwellings g 

Privately  rented  dwellings 


( 4 ) 


All  47  graints  were  made  in  respect  of  improvements  to  existing  dwellings, 
there  were  no  conversions. 

During  1959  the  amounts  outstanding  (plus  interest)  were  repaid  to 
the  Council  in  five  cases,  grant  conditions  having  been  broken. 

(ii)  Standard  Grants.  31t:applications  for  these  grants  were  approved  by  the 
Council  between  July  and  December  (one  of  which  was  subsequently  withdravm) . As 
members  are  no  doubt  aware,  this  type  of  grant  covers  only  the  installation  of  five 
standard  amenities  - bath,  wash-basin,  W.C.,  hot-water  system  and  food  store  - 
such  of  these  as  do  not  already  exist  inthe  dwelling.  The  30  grants  approved  covered 
the  following  total  amenities  to  be  provided :- 


W.Cs. 


a? 


Baths 23  Wash-^b&sins 24 

Hot-water  systems 28  Food  stores l4 

22  of  the  grants  applied  to  dwellings  occupied  by  the  owner. 

Members  will  also  know  that  payment  of  these  grants  is  not  made  until 
after  the  work  has  been  satisfactorily  completed,  and  the  builders  account  for  t e 
work  is  available  for  checking.  For  this  reason  it  means  somewhat  more  delay  in 
payment  than  in  the  case  of  discretionary  grants,  and  by  the  end  of  the  je^r  only  3 
payments  had  been  made  - totalling  £200.17.4d  - average  grant  £66. 19s.  A more 
Ltisfactory  assessment  of  the  average  cost  per  grant  will  be  available  next  year. 

(d)  Overcrowding. 

Two  new  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  and  one  on  the  ’bedroom  standard’ 
came  to  our  notice  during  the  year.  Five  cases  (including  three 

abated  (three  of  which  were  allocated  Council  dwellings,  one  family  left  the  district 
case  the  family  was  rehoused  by  the  owner)  Ihis  left  the  positron 
of  cases  still  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  follows. - 


Number  of  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding 

Number  of  cases  where  overcrowding  exists  on  the 
'bedroom  standard’  only 


5 

5 


This  total  of  ten  outstanding  cases  is  a reduction  of  two  on  the  fig"® 
at  the  end  of  1958.  Of  these  ten,  three  are  concerned  with  Council  dwell!  g 

fre^u^m  dwellings  subooct  t®, SSt^ir^frea^SlabL^irL^re  Sa? 
covers  every  case  of  overcrowding  in  the  Distri  , 

the  problem  is  not  a serious  one. 


( e ) Dirty  and  Verminous  Dwellings. 


Once  again,  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  aspect  of  housi^ 
does  not  preset  a !arg;  numbe?  of  serious  problems  in  the  district  Two  new^^ses  of 

elderly  persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions  arose  during  1959 » former  case 

buSalL  and  the  otho?  a single  man  living  in  a timber  structure  In  *^0  former^case 
informal  afction  brought  about  some  improvement  and  the  case  was  still  und 
S“thf  end  of  the  year.  In  the  other  case,  which  was  not  encountered  unUl 
December,  the  man  expressed  willingness  to  enter  a County  ^ut  the  Welfa 

Department  had  not  been  able  to  accommodate  him  by  the  year  s end. 

No  formal  action  was  considered  necessary  for  the 
of  aged  or  infirm  persons  in  insanitary  conditions  under  Section  4?  of  the  Nation 

Assistance  Act, 1948  (as  amended).  : 

I. 

mviT-PP  other  cases  of  dirty  and  verminous  dwellings  were  dealt  with 

-f^ef  di“rfeS:f>::  ^L-f^aS^  Tccu^^fri’ 

in  otherwise  clean  dwellings. 

(f)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  were  l8  licensed  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district  at  the  ° 
the  year  - 3 fesrtC  at  tL  end  of  the  year  before.  With  o" . 

mole^rcar-trailer  caravans  on  individual  sites  and  periodical  inspections  thereof 


( 5 ) 


come  to  our  notice.  I am  pleLed  to  repfrt  T c °''a'-arowding  has 

reported  in  a caravan  was  abated  durlng^lOSQ  the  °''ercrowding  previously 

permanent  housing  accommodation  nearby!  The  follLSr!^  satisfactory 

that  took  place  during  the  year:-  ^ igures  indicate  the  changes 

Number  of  moveable  dwellings  licenced  at  31. 12.56 21 

New  licences  issued  during  I959 

8 

Number  removed  or  ceased  to  be  used  during  I959 U 

Number  licensed  and  in  use  at  31. 12. 59 


over  four  acres  of  lIi!d^S^Wo!t«irara  cararan^sit^r*'  “se  of  just 

caravans  during  the  summer  months.  Suitable  Io!d?!  ° ‘ravelling 

satisfactory  sanitary  facilities  etc  hnf  -4-  were  imposed  to  ensure 

have  no  comments  to  make  thereon  in  thl^LpOTt!^  ^^59  I 

WATER  SUPPIJKq. 

(a)  Mains  Supplier. 

39  samples  of  mains  water  were  u j.  • 

compared  with  34  the  previous  year  16  of  ^ , ‘’®®*®riological  examination, 

water  as  received  by  the  consumer,  and  15  we^r^r  t “ routine  check  on  the 

one  'suspicious'  - further  check  samples^taken  / ®®‘rsfactory,  the  remainln, 

proved  satisfactory,  and  It  was  concluded  that  Tdirtv  t 

report.  To  ensure  the  purity  of  water  beforruJe  Jf!  e?  ! ® ®®“®®  advers, 

and  plant  necessitated  the.  taking'^of  ^hrotr  installation  of  new  mains 

19  satisfactory,  1 suspicious  an!  f unsatL?a!tSv"”?n'!b'  ®f  these  were 

unsatisfactory  reports,  further  washing  out  and  instance  of  the  four 

out  and  satisfactory  samples  subsequently  obtained.  ^ carried 

(b)  Private  Supplies. 

bacteriologiSl^examiLtion,^S  Jesul^^lf  submitted  for 


Source  of 

Supply. 

j Number 

taken. 

Number 

Satisfactory. 

Number 

Unsatisfactory. 

Shallow  wells . 

29 

13 

16 

Bores . 

2 

2 

L 

a case  for  mains ^vater^extensioL^on  puSrhfllth^rou^d  establish 

district,  as  a result  of  which  most  of  tho  bnM  grounds  in  various  parts  of  the 

a safe  and  abundant  water  supply.  The  unreli-^'ble  net  enjoying 

f qu.3ntity  - of  water  supplies  from  shallot!.!  S b 

-and  experience  over  the  last  few  years  and  the  cT  shown  by  sampling 

■ so^LL-Jf SS  1-  — - ~ 

its  suitabili?;  to  ascertain 

^uaf  L';:?t^^f^?L'S:gIne:?  rsu^v^??""  undertaking  are  contained  in 

_SCAVENGING . 

^einse  Collection  and  Disnnael , 

, „ This  service  continued  in  1959  on  precisely  the  same  lines  as  in  the  last  few 

i 
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years,  with  regular  fortnightly  collections  in  all  parishes,  except  Harlest on  where 
it  is  weekly.  The  same  three  vehicles  - two  Dennis  lO.c.yd.  and  the  Fordson  7^-Y  • 
side-loaders  - were  used  for  collection,  and  in  spite  of  the  ages  of  the  Dennis 
vehicles  (12  and  13  years)  gave  a reasonably  trouble  free  service.  The  smaller 
vehicle  having  a diesel  engine  is  by  far  the  most  economical  to  run. 


There  were  no  changes  in  personnel’ engaged  on  this  work  - the  same  eight 
men  employed  at  the  end  of  1958  continued  to  give  satisfactory  service.  Owing  to 
the  need  of  more  attention  to  be  given  to  Weybread  Tip,  and  to  compensate  for  the 
time  lost  through  sickness  and  holidays,  an  additional  man  was  appointed  on  a temporary 
basis  in  October,  and  was  still  so  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He  was  R.G.Hibbe 
and  proved  to  be  a good  worker. 


Time  lost  by  all  the  scavenging  staff  through  sickness  etc.  during  the  year 
totalled  234/2  man  days  - Jk  more  than  the  previous  year  - equivalent  to  one  man's  time 
for  over  44  weeks  in  the  year , 


Disposal  of  refuse  was  continued  by  semi-controlled  tipping,  mainly  at 
5 tips  in  the  parishes  of  Weybread,  Hempnall,  Forncett,  Ashwellthorpe  ^d  Roydon. 

A small  proportion  of  refuse  was  disposed  of  in  small  pits  on  private  land  upon 
requLt,^r^y  arrangment  with  the  owners.  The  tip  at  Weybread  is  "^Sest 

and  takes  all  the  refuse  collected  from  Harleston  and  other  Parishes  in  the  south- 
eastern quarter  of  the  district;  during  the  dry  summer  of  1959  the  condition  of  this 
tip  was  the  cause  of  some  concern  by  reason  of  fires  and  uncovered  refuse 
following  special  attention  with  a hired  bulldozer  and  use  of  the  extra  workm^  its 
general  condition  since  that  time  has  given  no  cause  for  complaint.  _ In 
tip  at  Gilderswood  Lane,  Forncett  was  completely  filled  and  it  was 
that  another  suitable  disused  sand-pit  was  found  at  Randall's  Farm  in 
tn  take  its  nlace  - I should  like  to  estpress  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  given 
by  owner!  Mr .L. Humphrey , in  making  it  available  when  he  was  first 
it.  Disposal  in  the  Roydon  area  continued  to  be  somewhat  of  a problem,  and  e 
pit  near  Diss,  used  jointly  with  the  Diss  U.D.O.,  gave  rise 

same  reasons  mentioned  above  regarding  Weybread  Tip.  Representations  to  the  Diss 
U.D.C.,  who  tip  considerably  more  than  we  do  into  this  pit,  reduced  the  nuisance  to 
a minimum,  but  its  roadside  position  is  the  main  drawback  and  it  is 
that  its  future  use  as  a refuse  tip  is  very  limited.  Any  offers  of  suitable  pits 
for  refuse  disposal  in  that  area  would  be  appreciated.  As  a f 

unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Weybread  Tip  last  ^ 5®  to  be  used  partly 

agreed  to  purchase  a second-hand  Ferguson  tractor  and  shovel,  etc.  to  be  used^part  y 
for  tip  maintenance  and  partly  on  lime  sludge  digging-out  at  the  waterworks,  but  this 
was  not  put  into  operation  until  after  the  end  of  the  year. 


All  the  tips  were  regularly  inspected  and  treated  for  rats,  and  sprayed 
during  the  summer  months  to  prevent  nuisance  from  insect  pests. 


(b)  Night-Soil  Collection. 


The  main  change  in  this  service  during  the  year  from  that  of  1958  was  the 
addition  in  November  of  l4  houses  in  Starston  Street,  to  the  regular  w®®kly 

collection  in  the  built-up  parts  of  Harleston,  Wortwell,  f as 

Brockdish  and  Thorpe  Abbotts.  Collection  arrangements  in  these  parishes  so  tar  as 

da“  tSL  us^  of  labour  and  vehicles  continued 

at  the  end  of  1958.  Special  arrangements  were  also  made  in  June  to  P / P 
wLkly  S 6 old  peopled  bungalows  at  Earsham,  but  this  work  as 

daytiL  in  conjunction  with  regular  cesspool  emptying  necessary  at  Council  Houses 
in  this  village. 


The  negligible  number  of  complaints  received  during  the 
that  the  service  given  is  satisfactory  to  the  public  concerned,  and  I feel  that  the 
staff  who  carry  out  this  unpleasant  task  deserve  some  commendation  for  a job  wel 

done . 


Disposal  of  closet  contents  on  prepared  straw  pans  at  Thorpe 

continued  as  previously,  and  thanks  to  the  J®™®tiSac?or) 

of  the  particular  workman  concerned,  has  again  proved  an  entirely  satisfactory 

method. 


(c)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Cesspool  Bnptier 


- in  addition  tO' 
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night-soil  collection  - during  1959 


is  as  follows 


■n  -n  T-,  No.  of  loads. 

Depwade  R.D.C.  housing  sites  and  sewage  works 

Private  premises  within  the  district 3^^ 

School  Canteens  and  wash-ups ... 

Preniis6s^  outsido  th©  District. 

Lime  sludge  from  Rushall...  ' 

12 


1,312 


The  total  number  of  loads  is  a slight  reduction  - 34  - on  the  figure  for  1958.  | 

years,  ^“Le”“eh1c°l7"lLTrL"f for  the  past  4 

total  mileage  for  the  year  - night  soil\nd  ce^  satisfactory  service.  The  vehicle's 
compared  with  9,821  in  I958.  ^ ^ ^ cesspool  emptying  work  - was  9,796 

something  of  a ProUerpaJticulSrarcertaif  time-^  f contents  constitutes 

again  to  the  co-operation  of  local  Co-mp--  ° year,  hut  thanks  once 

majority  of  this  material  was  disposL  of  s^own  by  the  driver,  the 

success.  disposed  of  on  arable  land  with  a good  measure  of 

SUPBBVISION  of  food  SUPPT.IEs  Am  PBMTcpc 

Slau^hterhnn...  ’ 

most  of  the  year  - one  othe?^Ls^use^to^km^^^•^°^^^^ ^^g^lar  use  during 
entirely  in  November.  The  two  wholesale  llaup-ht^rh^  ceased  use 

attention  and  in  fact  dealt  with  nearly  95^  of  fhT^rkutf  IVZTr^T 

those  by  the'*privfte"™tfrtnfr7fffic7  i^’eat  inspection  (including 

the  same  as  tL  previous  yeaff"  -s  1,263  ^a^aouf 

r by  no  means  loS''!"’fudgorbrthff  requ“ted°brth“°*“"p'‘*  slaughterhouses  is 
said  that  licencees  and  their  employfesif hoL^ff  saw  Regulations,  but  it  must  be 
wholesome  meat  from  the  animals  slaughterL^  7*^^  endeavour  to  produce  clean 
any  faulty  methods  or  unsatislLtof^fcafurortoLLT'^b*  “f conditions  - 
have  only  required  informal  action  to  bf  reftinfL  “^Pectors 

increase  in  number^infpefterif  1^49^ 7 increase  of  639,  but  the 
figure  to  98.6^.  Whilst  the  fact’ifLfeptfd Xf  fX  e Pdbcentage  inspection 
ust,  eventually  be  attained  throughout  the  Countrv  yepeefion  should,  and 

giyation  and  the  scattered  siting  of  the  ala,  hL  w that  with  the  present 

j.  results  ytained  1959  are  reasonablf  sftisfaotfff  T “r!""  district,  the 

. co-operation  of  all  butchers  in  thif  mat7r  be  paid  to  the 

7XeX::reX-“rsX:s^^^^^ 

their  Wishes  as  far  asXsibf:!  ^XrXXXp"  XS  iXv“e. 

. Chows  the  number  of  animals^slaughtered'^dirine^th"'^'”  acquired  by  the  Ministry  - 
found  to  be  affected  with  diseases:-  ^ year,  those  inspected,  and  those 


V 


C 8 ) 


— — 

battle  j 
excluding  j 
Cows . 

Cows . 

halves . 

Sheep 
and 
Lambs . 

Pigs . 

Horses. 

Total 

1 ' 

Number  killed. 

1059 

98 

232 

1534 

5321 

— 

8244 

Number  Inspected 
(percentage)  . ■ 

1048 ' 

995^-  • 

95 

975^ 

211 

91?^ 

1520 

99% 

5256 

99% 

8130 

98.6^ 

Ml  diseases  except  Tube 

rculosis  & 

Cystcil 

ci . 

10 

13 

Whole  carcases.  ! 

i 

-- 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

r'nnrlpmn  • 

■"t 

j 

140  ‘ 

39 

12 

17 

218 

— 

426 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected. 

13.3 

41.0 

6.6 

1.2 

4.3 

— 

5.4. 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases . 

- 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 

8 

— 

— 

102 

— 

110 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected. 

j 0.8 

— 

— 

— 

1.9 

— 

1.35 

Cysticerci. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

conciGrnnecL  • 

Carcases  submitted  to 
trpatment  bv  refrigerat 

5 

a on. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Generalised  and  totally 

Condemned. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-- 

in  addition  14  goats  were  killed,  Inspected  and  found  to  be  free  from  disease 


The  proportion  of  animals  affected  by  disease  or  conditions  other  th^ 

and  must  be  a hearteninb  sign  to  vetennax^  ux  Tt  is  remarkable  that 

to  eradicate  this  disease  from  food  animals  in  this  Country, 
of  95  cows  inspected  not  one  had  any  tubercular  lesions. 

The  Incidence  of  cystercercus  bovis  was  only  just  over  0.5%  compared  wth 

nearly  l.C«  last  year  It  will  be  “ertL^^^a^onry  ^e  r/eneSed 

necessary  to  submit  the  carcas  the  nerts  found  to  be  affected  in 

cyst  was  found.  The  following  summary  indicates  the  parts  loun 

the  6 bovine  animals  detected  during  the  year:- 

Steers.  Heifers.  Cows.  Bulls^  Itotal;. 


Head  and  Tongue. 
HeaXt . 

Diaphragm . 


5 

1 

1 


1 

1 


follows 


The  13  whole  carcases  condemned  were  affected  by  disease  or  condition  as 


1 calf  . . . 

3 pigs 

1 calf  . . . 

immature . 

4 pigs 

1 sheep. . . 

uraemia . 

3 pigs 

The  organs 

affected  by  tuberculosis 

; in  the 

oedematous. 


concerned  was  as  follows:- 


( 9 ) 


Head  and  Tongue 
Lungs . 

Heart 

Intestines 

Liver 


Cattle 
Ex. Cows » 

4 

4 

6 

3 


17 


Cows » Calves , 


98 

2 

2 

13 

1 


116 


Total, 

102 

6 

8 

16 

1 

133 


The  estimated  total  weiffht  of* 

as  unfit  for  human  food  was  2-tons  L-cwL  ^atr^  con'demned  at  slaughterhouses 

in  1958.  It  is  all  stained  in  the  reconnpnr^^:-^  ^ about  3-cwts  less  than 

burying  or  burning  on  the  site  nr  -ta  ^ ' a -p  and  disposed  of  either  by 

recovery  merchants.  ’ Processing  by  a reputable  firm  of  fat 

Dead-weight  Certification  of  Piss. 

1-  ■ 1 the  olaughtejrhouses  were  in  operation  an  omf  n Pn' nn4- ■ i 

pig  subsidy  payments  for  most  of  the  year  but  the-  certification  centres  for 

•nrnmT.c;«e  q4-  ^ ’ ^^t  tnao  at  Messrs,  Whiteman  Sc  Green's 

, ' J^r.H.V/.Eu drum's 

3till  in  use. 


premises  at  Harleston  ren-neq  nr.  iifoors.  wniteman  Sc  Grec 

slaughterhouse,  Carleton  Rode  (No.7084rGtiirii''L!''^'^  Mr .H. V/.Rudrum ' 

1,522  pigs  - for  which  the  Council 


year  jour  inspectors  issued  I65  certifi.ates  in  respect  of 


received  payment  from  the  Ministry  of  £44,17.6d. 
Sjaighter  of  Animals  Act,  - Slaughterman's  Licences. 

animals  in  ®laugh?erhoLS"by"thrLe4r4!So4rj?unn4nraj^^^^^^^  alaughto: 

l^spaction  and  Condemnation  of  Other  Foods. 

being  unsound  Were  very  fow^in  otc.  to  inspect  food  stuffs  suspected  of 

items  were  found  to  ^"unnt  on  iLicctir  f 

uc  uniit  on  inspection,  and  condemnation  certificates  issued:- 


Luncheon  Meat 5 tins 

Corned  Beef l n 

Mixed  Vegetables  ......*,*  1 ti 

Tomatoes 2 " 

Ox  tongue,- 2 " 


Rolled  Oats 56-lbs. 

English  Pork 3/2- lbs. 

Staglish  Beef. 22^4-lbs 

Halibut  fillets 21-lbs  ‘ 

Plaice  fillets 89-lbs.* 


Total  weight  - 2-cv/ts  l8/2-lbs. 

:of  the  rofusf  of  by  burning  or  burying  at 

Food  Premises. 

handling  foof  in^thristeict  !’''0'"fooo  selling  and/or 

uisurict,  other  than  slaughterhouses  and  dairies,  was  as  l 


one 


NOTE: 


General  food  shoos ,,, 

Fish  shops  (incl.fish  & chin  shops).. 

Fish  stalls 

C97; 

C3) 

Butchers  shoos . . . . ^ , 

(3) 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  otc 

(17) 

Bakeries 

(o) 

Public  Houses 

(7) 

Others  - flour  mills,  food  factories,  otc... 

. 8 

(78) 

(6) 

premises  are  used  for  more  than  one  purpose 
Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  I958. 

they 

are  included  under 

(10) 

A fntAl  of  164  inspections  at  these  premises  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  although  it  is  ^Hyriere'^Reg^  ^-Sring 

Srtlu  of  tSf  part^Hersons  sc  engasod  to^only 

persons  by  continual  and  “fa  poift  fv"™^  as 

public  - and  I can  assure  the  Council  that  it  is  a pomu  ^ 

possible  by  your  staff. 

The  siting  of  hand  washing  facilities  is  most  important  in  these  P^emiaas,  and 

it  is  regrettable  that  case  law  has  not  ‘>aen  very^helpful^on^this^poa 

as  a wash-basin  with  hot  and  co  Pp^ul-tions  "and  unfortunately  certain  food 

appears  to  meet  the  requiremen  so  e -o  a ^ concerned  with  compliance  with 

frLfurattrsf rflf If afc^o^nt  and  easy  as  possible  for  their 

food  handlers  to  wash  their  hands. 

only  few  minor  cases  of  infringements  of  the  Eegulations  were  encountered  at 
food  premisL,  which  were  rectified  following  informal  action. 

( d)  Dairies  & Milk  Distribution. 

The  number  of  registered  milk  lefelf  f a^f  Hn 

1959  was  the  same  as  l-t  the  end  of  hhe  previous  y distribution  out  of  the 

the  personnel  concerned  but  one  anf  one  producer-retailer  selling 

:firff ; pffr 

ffsfri'srfeiffilfftaSd^frof other  Lurcesior  which  they  are  licensed  hy  this 
Council. 

The  district  has  been  by  ^ "^V '^"TeSed^^or  ^PasteurSed'  - the  majority 

authorising  the  sale  of  this  milk  were  issued  as  folio  . 

'Tuberculin  Tested'  Dealers  licences 

'Tuberculin  Tested’  Supplementary  licences ^ 

...  , 17 

'Pasteurised'  Dealers  licences 

'Pasteurised'  Supplementary  licences 

55 


Routine  observations  kept  on  the  if  rief  of  in  a satisfactory 

2. registered  dairies  have  indicated  that  this  work  is  carried  on 

manner. 


(e)  Ice-Cream. 


Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  m the  distri 
at  December  31st, 1959  were  as  follows 


No.  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale... 
No.  of  premises  registered  for  sale  (pre-packed)  only. 


1 

51 


52 


This  is  an  increase  of  3 retailers  during  the  year, 


that  it  is  of  a high  standard  of  cleanliness. 


(11) 


26  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results 

Grade  1 (Excellent) 25 

Grade  2 (Good) 2 

Grade  3 (Unsatisfactory) 

Grade  K (Very  Unsatisfactory)..  Nil. 

and  .ethofe  ^ condition 

factories  acts,  1937-59. 

;£.S“£ixi:Lr.r..-;.2.E 

No, of  factories  using  mechanical  power 

No. of  factories  not  using  mechanical  power 

This  total  of  90  is  an  increase  of  2 since  the  previous  year. 

purposes,  34'^inspLtions'^orfIctLier^^  paid  to  some  of  these  premises  for  other 
case  specially  mentioned  below  nn  during  the  year.  Apart  from  the  one 

cases  where  sLiSry  conveSell^  wen^r"  were_  found  and  in  some  few 

action  was  necessary  to  have  the'work  done?  ° require  cleansing,  only  verbal  informal' 

on  a a n^^iy  established  factory 

provided  with  satisfactorv  the t the  2 men  employed  there  were  nut 

failed  and  it  was  found  to  be  neces????™^ take^l  Informal  requests  to  the  occupier 
a fine  of  £10  being  imposed  with i proceedings.  Ihis  resulted  in 

convonlonco  to  bo  LtLLd  T^lo  Ss  e“r!t:aSy 

than  lSr)oar  fhf 

temporary  sanitary  accommodat-i  or  r to  always  provide  satisfactory 

tha?  H.M^^tos“c?o^s  orFactoriS  IZ  TnZZZ'Z7ZZ°'^  I understand 

builders  through  the  Buildine:  Emnlover?  bring  this  matter  to  the  notice  of 

effeot.  Although  we  aSa^riiS^hat  afLrTn^o^^S'^*  “ 

convenience  is  eventually Vovider!\l*^LtLr  c™de"!’^rS  ft1St‘^?b‘^ 

reason  why  a proner  nortihlA  . ^ruae  i fuel  that  there  is  no 

! erected  with  ?ho  usuL  0fflL‘’!nS  store®?he''d  Tw*!?  ® Chemical  closet  should  not  be 

, near  future  I find  some  (S-vjLn  rtht  mlLS  irmav'b 
^ stronger  action  in  one  particular  case  “t?  11)1; 

t 1937  Actlle  (11111959?^  °f  the 


The  same  2 factory 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


outworkers  were  notified, 


their  premises  inspected  and 


:^RICULTURAL  (SAFETY.  HEALTH  & WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  n.QS6. 

L to  tLmslromirlacI®  of  the  position 

It  December  31st,  1959  showedihat  o^TlIsrlls  wlof  tl^htl  *1 
145  had  been  visited  ^nd  found  to  comply  wath1h“™  InSlf  thell:'  ’ 

to  all  ™t  special  routine  visits 

farms  for  other  purposes  (nr  nearbv  Itl  unity  is  taken  when  visits  are  made  to 
it  h,as  been  foun!  thl?  mi 

convr„illlllmeim)  f 1 temporary 

of  obtaining  official  information  fit  1 employed,  although  we  have  no  means 


r 


( .12  ) 


During  the  year  l8  special  visits  and  revisits  were  made  for  this  purpose  - 
in  only  one  case  was  it  found  that  no  convenience  was  provided  for  about  12 
boan  picking,  but  this  was  provided  next  day  after  a verbal  request  had 
the  fr-rmer  concerned.  Although  it  is  not  a requirement  of  the  >ict  thc^t  lo  administc  e 
by  the  Council,  we  also  check  on  washing  facilities,  especially  where  fruit  picking 

is  concerned.  ^ 

PODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council’s  powers  and  duties  under  the  Prevention 
1949  were  again  very  ably  carried  out  by  your  rodent  operator,  ^ 

supelvisron  S ?he  iLpecLrs.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  majority  of  the  p^lic 
ire  very  co-operative  in  this  matter,  and  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
formal  action  over  infringements  of  the  Act.  In  addition  to  inspections  and  treatmento 
S “ivSe^nd "Ssii^L  P?e.ises,  all  Council 

etc!  are  given  regular  attention  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Area  Pest  Ufficer 
of  the  Ministry,  who  checks  up  from  time  to  time. 


A 


statistical  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  as  follows; 


Local 

Authority 

Property. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc.C.Hs) 

Agric . 
Property. 

Other 
Premises . 

Total . 

No. of  inspections 

as  a result  of  noti* 

l8l 

2,112 

158 

81 

2,552 

No. of  infestations: 

(a)  Major. 

(b)  Minor. 

18 

27 

10 

432 

6 

1 

2 

19 

52 

479 

No. of  treatments 

carried  out. 

45 

527 

7 

21 

531 

No. of  dead  rats 
and  mice  picked  up 

533 

454 

477 

60 

li524  1 

Tho  numbers  of  inspections,  infestation  found,  and  treatments  carried  out, 
were  sligMly  d^w^on  thr^Lvious  ;ear,  but  the  number  of  bodies  picked  up  considerably 

up  (almost  double) . 


Test  baiting  of  the  Council's  various  sewerage  systems 


once  again  produced 


negative  results. 


Routine  check  inspections  by  the  operator  gf  “g®e“!mplied 

during  threshing  operations  indicated  that  the  Regulations  as  to  fencing  comp 

with. 


OTHER  MATTERS. 


The  main  subject  I wish  to  mention  under  this  heading  is  the  ma^  gf  ® ing 
towards  the  cost  of  providing  W.Cs.  to  replace 

on  your  policy  of  making  these  grants  to  encourage  ®oved  in 

— f S -^:oi:!iryTptrd  L payment  - average 

grant  for  W.C.  installed  £13* 10s. 


Other  miscellaneous  visits  made  w-.rc  - infectious  diseases  3^,  public  health  , 
nuisance  c^m^LS^s  79,  petroleum  storage  licensing  92,  and  Harleston  conveniences  65-  . 

_ n rn—  ,,v->  'DTo'vnnnno* 


The  number  of  now  plans  dealt  with  for  Building  Byelaw  and  Town  Planning 
control  w2  581,  as  against  439  in  1958  and  349  in  1957. 


TM  rnuri ll'^TON  1 wish  to  express  to  the  Council  members  anc  staif  (patticu  y 
my  own  stSf “h^^and  appreciation  for  their  support  -operation  ^ assis  ance 

be  a member. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant , 


Senior  Public  Health  Inre 


:Tr' 


ahTl^iiilding  Surveyor , 


Depwade  Rural  District  Council 


ENGD^R  AND  SURVEYOR' S 

AEMJAL  REPORT 

For 

1959 


May  1 960 


i 
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Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  ^d  Gehtleineh, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  amiual  report  for  the  year  ended 
31  at  December,  1959. 

1959  must  he  regarded  as  a rather  disturbed 

department'  3 point  of  view.  There  are  two  of  the  witer 

abnormally  dry  weather  caused  much  extra  wor  greatly  hindered  by 

opply.  f "iSf  thesrohi:^s":Sd‘^he  cSunoil  well 

StS'it'wJu  Sill^tlS^sLe  time  for  my  department  to  recover  from  rts  losses, 
Se  detriment  is  soundly  founded  and  is  healthy  in  spirit. 

it  this  uoint  I feel  I must  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  members 
of  the  council  tld^aS  ?ts  staff  for  the  ChU:2 

-Id ::  r ^ss^srai^n  s ^hr^rirksn  .cm  me  m th.. 


HOUSING. 


a')  Capital  Works. 


The  Council  decided  to  build  twerty-two  new 

old  people.  They  are  to  be  built  in  grpups  of  ^gtratton  (it)  Moulton 

sites  in  the  parishes  of  Earsh^  (2)  /empnall  (2)  Long  Stoatto  W 
St.  Michael  (it)  2)  Rede^all  with  U) 

Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  go  bey 
bungalov/  required. 


It  was  also  decided  to  improve  some  of  -the  Council’ s Pro-wjX 
houses  by  providing  them  with  -d®-  -'f  ^^nlS  if^aSin^able  ^56 

fnto  This  :-tfgo-!“It\S  only  possible  to  begfh  the  preliminary 
work  on  this. 


There  is  an  increasing  pressure  for  the  provision  of  g^ages  and 
towards  the  end  of  opSion  -"^1  althol^h  the  number 

is  increasing  rapidly  and  i apmand  will  have  to  be  met.  I 

i?tir  gragirs^’pf"^^^^^  -a  sited  they  win 

eCS  rSerthan  mar  the  estates  and  prove  to  be  an  asset. 


b')  Msdntenance. 


^Indf Ind^'Sld!  lire  helpful.  Appendix  2 outline^the  w°bk^°g';“^ 

the  section.  It  will  ^®  ®®®"  ^3  Il^real  decline  in  the  number  of 

« fs  tmt  as  the  houses  get  older,  the  amount 

of  work  will  increase. 


In  the  last  report,  Mr.  Chilver  hivf  SS 

were  only  able  to  paint  each  house  eve^^^t  ^[^'^eluce  the  cycle  to  10  years.  Whil« 
been  employed  and  it  has  thus  been  p ^^^not  but  feel  that  if  the  Council’ s 

I do  not  suggest  any  immediate  change,  I cann  x . j..  -u^ 

/ . . 1 n -?  *hiin 


I do  not  suggest  any  immediate  I ut  ^ houses)  is  to  be  properly 

property  (which  of  course  ^rredlled  even  more, 

and  economically  maintained,  the  cycle  snouia  oe 


(0 


provision  of  an'^additioml  small''vm''or^piok^ip''''’’l’'to®®‘^ 

for  such  an  addition  and  I feel  that  «5tpS<5  oH  J ^ convinced  of  the  need 

near  future.  ara  i leel  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  get  one  in  the 


My  comments  on  the 
heading  "Sewerage", 


sewerage  of  housing  sites 


are 


included  under 


the 


WATiiK  SUPPLY 

end  of  the  year'' irooSd^L^^o^f-i  regional  scheme  and  by  the 

available  if^  fIr  ?S  greater  p^t  oftS'^a^  quality  was 

rural  a nature  can  be  as  well  served.  'iistriot.  Surely  few  districts  of  so 

use  and  althou J'^h^y  peSSs'^ather 

they  were  running  at  the  end  o/the  ve?^  ‘'f'  teething  troubles 

expected  that  thf  improvement  wiU  coSnS^"''^  "®"^ 

attended  by  dimoul?S^!®m^X'?n^^b  improvement  in  the  quality  has  been 
that  these'diffioull^e^^^wilfs^  b“  ovLcoSr®"  ^ 

district  was  in  need^of supply  to  the  south-eastern  part  of  the 

water  direct  to  the  Harlesten  TOTer”fTOm  Rushall  '^®®tded  to  pump 

Waterworks  could  be  adapted  to  give  greater  outa.t  fh  Rushall 

and  a new  main  was  put  in  hand.®  Ihe^work  ^m^SSrSt:" 

s^,er' s 'irought!"*ipL^®fP^m’'rtew'’looal''Sffioultl''®*®'^t®‘'°''*®®® 

strenuous  efforts  to  maintaTr.  v,  4.^"^  difficulties,  it  was  possible  with 

the  struggle  was  undecided  and  it  will  b^recallS^tha/"'"  however, 

did  in  fact  lose  the  struggle  T !u  ^ authorities 

go  on  doing  so,  as  long  as  ■Dr'nar^^^cs  steadily  going  up  and  will 

and  convenient  is  perhaps  the  easiest  ^ Further  piped  water  being  cheap 

necessarily  want  to  res??ict  one  v/ould  im- 

that  every  effort  shoulc^  genuine  use  of  water  but  I feel  very  strongly 

dripping^amf f“  b^r^i:: 

outtafi^: leaeinr^f 

I think,  heavily  underline  my  Point^o^Sg^iLtLSS  — I'®®® 


SEYfflRAGE  & SE7/AGE  DISPOSAT, 


a)  Capital  Works. 


and  design  works  for  the  village^sch^^^^°^+^ATv^^  Harleston  was  completed 
Ministry  approval  of  tS  Stavfb  t '"hs  carried  on. 

of  staff  hindered  ^d  eve^ Wte  stor®d’'?b  year  but  shortage 

establishment  has  been  lompteted  aSnlo 

recover  the  gromd  lost.  ^ ® effort  is  being  spared  to  try  and 

completed  and  sS^Les^fo^siterS  Porncett^q^®%^^  Burston  and  Wacton  were 
prepared.  ® Porncett  St.  Peter  and  Tibenham  where 

b)  Maintenance. 


and  housing)  in  the  district  '"'Re^nt"®  ®®"®8e  ^sposal  plants  (public  health 

my  view  that  although  only  teo  men  worS^g 

em^oyea  on  them,  they  are  well  mal^lSel.  °"® 


(2) 


Again  it  is  plain  that  the  amount  of  work  -vTill  increase  as  more 
works  come  into  use  and  great  care  v/ill  have  to  he  taken  to  ensure  that  the 
present  level  of  maintenance  is  kept  up 

OFFICES. 

Designs  were  prepared  for  the  proposed  offices  for  the  Council 
but  the  impending  review  of  local  government  bomdaries  has  put  the  proposals 
into  abeyance.  This  is  unfortunate  because  apart  from  the  very  real  need  for 
adequate  accommodation,  much  v/ork  v/as  done  oh  the  project  to  no  immediate 
pxirpose. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


(J.lvi.  BERHETT) 
Engineer  & S\jrveyor. 


NOTE:  In  the  Appendices  figures  in  parenthese  are  those  appropriate 

to  1958. 


(3). 


TilTENDIX  1 


Staff  Changes  in  1959 


JiimVMJS: 

1 9th  Jan. 

G.  Cole, 

Clerk  of  Yiforks. 

20  th  Jul. 

R.G.  Flatt. 

Painter, 

20th  Jul. 

G.  Sexton. 

It 

3rd  Augi 

V.W.  Kent. 

Sewerage  Attendant, 

31  st  Aug. 

S.  S,  Mallows, 

Clerk  of  Works, 

DEPARTURES; 

9th  Jan, 

P.  J.  Nicholson. 

Clerk  of  Works, 

28th  Jun, 

■'/’AR.  Saunders. 

Engineering  Assistant. 

4th  Jul, 

G.  Cole. 

Clerk  of  Works, 

6 th  Jul, 

R.  Talbot. 

Sevrerage  Attendant. 

6th  Dec, 

D,  W,  Mayhew. 

Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

30th  Dec, 

H,  Mills, 

Carpenter, 

Mr.  Chilver  left  on  the  3rd  Jan.  1 96O. 

(There  were  no  changes  in  the  Technical  Staff  in  1958), 


NOTE; 


APPEI®IX  2, 


Summsiry  of  Work  done  by  Repairs  Section  in  1959» 

No,  of  dwellings  under  repair  at  31st.  Dec,  1959  1^89  (1501) 

Complaints  received  2589  (2897) 

JobbingRepairs  done  2759  (2565) 

Electrical  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  194 

Dwellings  Painted  Externally  ...  99  (108) 

Dv^ellings  partially  re-decorated  internally 

on  changes  of  tenancy  9 (H) 

Dwellings*  inspected  on  changes  of  tenancy  56  (70) 

Vehicle  Mileages  JXP  339  ...  11,897 

VNG  523  ...  9,468 

NNG  434  ...  12,531 

Total  33,896  (31,225) 


NOTE:  The  reasons  for  the  decline  in  the  n\imber  of  houses 

painted  are  as  follows: - 

1 ) Weather  vinsuitable  for  painting  early  in  the 
yeajT  forced  the  painting  gang  on  to  other 
work  which  had  to  be  completed  before 
resuming  painting, 

2)  16  Swedish  Timber  houses  were  painted.  These 
involve  tv/ice  as  much  work  as  other  houses, 

3)  The  new  painters  did  not  begin  work  until 
July. 

4)  The  figures  given  do  not  include  v/ork  at 
Harleston  which  was  started  in  December, 

This  will  be  included  next  year. 


! 

(5). 


APEEM)IX  5. 


Water  Suppl;y. 


Average  daily  quantity  of  water  supplied  in  thousands  of  gallons  per  day. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jmi  JxiL  Aug  Sen  Oct  Nnv 

From  Eushall  250  2^  276  280  314  375  391  339  383  377  ^5  350 

Dx3s__75  84  89  88  105  132  135  wl  123  119  W2  8° 

j25  348  365  368  419  309  326  447  506  496  439 


Quantity  Supplied  in  I959  from  Rushall  120,990,000  (89,668,000) 

from  Diss  37,777,000  (26,956,000) 
Total  158,767,000  (116,624,000) 
Increase  in  1 959  42,143,000  ( 3,721,000) 


Estimated  Population  in  Area  of  Supply 
Estimated  Population  Supplied  in  1959 
Percentage  of  Population  served 
Average  Daily  Consumption  per  person 
Length  of  Main  in  Seirvice 
Total  Storage 


18,033  (18,274) 
15,318  (14,882) 
84.7%  (81.4%) 

28.2  gpd  (21.5) 

I85  Miles  ( 1 68) 
580,000  gallons  ( same) 


Consumers  Meters 
Dwellings  Served 
Applications  for  Supplies 
applications  for  Building  Water 
New  Tappings  Made 
Mains  Fractures  repaired 
Service  Pipes  repaired 


995  (891) 

5516  (5180) 

114 
103 

81  (69) 

22  (18) 

9 (22) 


WATER  L-L'ilNS  L/JD  IN  1 939 


Parish  Sine 

of  Main 

Length  ^of  Main 

Dwellings 

Supplied 

Meters- 

Supplied 

Alburgh 

V’ 

2.48 

17  ' 

10 

(Ldnk  I ain) 

3" 

0.32 

Aslacton 

0.29 

(Plantation  Rd) 

1” 

0. 02 

4 

Bressingham 

• 

(Wilney  Green) 

2" 

0.  92 

9 

6 

Bunwell/Carleton  Rode 

(Wymondham  Rd,  Area) 

4” 

1.48  ■ 

40 

9 

Dickleburgh 

(Semere  Green) 

4” 

0.41 

11 

3 

H apt on 

(Norv/ich  Road) 

1" 

0.26 

2 

1 

Pulham  Maxket 

(Mill  Road) 

'A 

0.20 

2 

2 

(station  Road) 

v 

0.57 

9 

4 

Rushall 

v 

3.14 

54 

18 

(Link  Main) 

3" 

0. 22 

Scole 

V 

2.13 

41 

7 

(Upper  Billingford) 

3" 

0.05 

Shimpling 

5" 

1.92 

32 

3 

(Link  Main) 

3" 

0.08 

Starstoa 

(Hall) 

•iJ-U 

'A 

0.35 

2 

1 

(Highf  ields) 

1" 

0.08 

An 

A 

0.09 

2 

1 

Tivetshall 

4" 

1.24 

31 

11 

(Link  Main) 

4" 

0.38 

3" 

0.56 

17.19  Miles 

256 

76 

(7) 


FINMCi;i  STATISTICS 
( as  at  3"l . 3.  60) 

(i) 

Total  Capital  Expenditure 

£,618,300 

(ii) 

Estimated  Revenue  Expenditure 
(inclusive  of  running  costs, 
loan  charges  etc,  ,) 

£ 44,600 

(iii) 

Estimated  Reven’Q'e 

£ 20,200 

(8) 
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